
The dangers of media consolidation have a clear, 
current example in Sinclair Broadcasting's decision 
to demand that their stations air an anti-Kerry 
documentary. This directive is not just unsavory, 
timed just days before the presidential election; it 
may also be illegal, as Sinclair's broadcast plans are 
evidently biased and likely aimed at turning voters 
away from choosing Kerry at the polls -- rather than 
to present news to the public.

Sinclair is licensed to use the public airwaves free of 
charge, and is obligated by law to serve the public 
interest. Calling their planned broadcast a 
"documentary" is a smokescreen for self-service -- 
to their own political leanings and profit margin.

Reputable news sources reported today that Sinclair 
stations cover 25% of the public market. When large 
companies control the airwaves, Americans get only 
what's good for their bottom line instead of what we 
need for our democratic way of life. We need to see 
real news, produced by real journalists, covering 
events and stories about people from our own 
communities; and more substantive news about 
issues that matter.

Sinclair's actions show why we need to strengthen 
media ownership rules, not weaken them. They also 
show why the license renewal process needs to 
involve scrutiny -- not just a returned postcard. I 
hope that, by the time you read this, the FCC has 
already taken action to either prevent the bogus 
"news" broadcast about Sen. Kerry, or at least 
required similar expose on Pres. George W. Bush. 
Thank you for considering my comments.


